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ABSTRACT

Two essential goals of the Chicaho are: (1) achieving
cultural pluralism and (2) equal opportunity. Success in achieving
these aims will depend partly on the Chicano's uniqueness as a
multinational person. Mexico's presence is of utmost importance for
this endeavor. However, having a former homeland adjacent has not
provided an example or inspiratien to Chicanos for overcoming their
problems in the United States. Mexico has offered the Mexican
American very little direct assistance toward attaining his ainms
since the average Mexican is also poverty-stricken and preoccupied
wvith physical survival, his government is largely disinterested in
Mexican Americans, and the inter-American political scene is not
conducive to intervention in the northern neighbors' affairs.
Furthermore, the Chicano has not seriously sought the republic's
direct support. Handicapped by low educational attainment and
depr:ssed conditions in health, h.ousing, employment, and political
influence, Mexican Americans tend to be preoccupied with local
problems and programs. Yet, Mexico represents a cultural image or
symbol on which the Chicano can anchor his Hispanic-mestizo
personality. The Chicano can utilize his cross-national identity as a
counterpoise between Anglo America and Latin America. Therefore,
Mexican Americans should initiate a new and more positive association
with Mexico and other Latin Amerircan republics. (NQ)
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Ti3 CHICANO

AND THE MEANING OF M'XICO¥

The achievement of cultural pluralism marks one essential
goal of the Chicano, Rejecting Anglo America's ethnocentris-
tic "melting pot" thesis, the ilexican American peoples 1 of this
country are striving to attain their richt of blending diverse

American heritages without also facing discrimination br being

— ¥An earller version of *his article was presented at the
1975 Annual Conference, Rocky Mountain Council for Latin Ameri-
can Studles, Glendale, Arizona. The author expresses his appre=-
ciation for the corments of other panel members and in particular,
to iirs Rudy de la Garza, the panel chairperson,

1

For the purnoses of tiils paper the terms Chiczno and
Hexlican American will be used interchangeably., Although some
authors describe the Chicano as youthful, assertive, nationalist,
and surrortive of lower income groups! aspirations, and Mexican
Amerlicans as older, less assertive, and middle class in view-
rolnt, these distinctions, while perhaps helpful in discussing
the two varietles of Mexican-descented Americans in the United
States, become blurred when their relationship to Mexico is com-
pared, For example, Armando Rendon, Rudolfo "Corky" Gonzalez,
and others argue that Chicanos are or should be "more IMexican,"
A resumption of their ancestral virtues, they allege,will offer
new pride and strength. The Teatro Campesino's Virgin of Gua-
dalupe symbol likewise stresses this theme., In contrast, other
writers assert that Chicanos are the most anglicized of lMexican=-
descented persons in this country. Manuel Servin, for instance,
maintains the average Chicano is further acculturated and desires
middle class status similar to other immigrant groups in past
United States history. The Mexican American inastead retains
closer ties to Mexican culture, See Rendon, Chicano Manifesto
(New York: Collier Books, 1971), 1-L41, Gonzalez, Plan del Barrio,
and Serv{n, "The Awakened Mexican American," paper nresented
at Rocly lountain Council for Latin American Studies Conference,
l1ssoula, ilontana, April, 1973.

In order to set apart methods or viewpoints amons Mexican
American-Chicano factions, terms such as liberal and radical,
moderate and extremist, or restrained and militant are used,
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distinet., A further and related objective is equal opportunity,

For this goal, Chicunos maintain, all persons chould compete

equally for careers and benefits and acquire in society a level

cormensurate with tneir talent and hard work and not with their

racial or ethinic character. These aims, however, are extremely

difrficult to accomnlish, For how can a separate ethnic groun

succeed in maintaining its uniqueness when presenlly it is very

heteroreneous in culture and quite susceptiile to acculturation

and ascinilation?

Cne answer perha: s may come from Mexicu, Is the Chicano's

cause advanced by the Republic's close presence? Can political

and cultural insviration be drawn from thils direction for assis-

tinr a Mexican American renaissance in the Southwest? Or does

this relationship render no advantagre or even disadvantage to

Mexlcan Americans? A nearly unexplored area in extant litera-

ture of liexico and the United States, this complex but vitally

important association deserves more thorough and systematic atten-

tion than present authors have accorded 1it,

The Chicano's Vision of exico

Unlike 3lack or Criental Americans the ethnic distinctive-

ness of llexican-descented persons in the United States 1s main-

tained and continually reenforced b legal and illegal immirra-
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tion and by cther contacts aeross the vorder. 2 T.is close
proxinity rrobably has slowed the ratc of aseim!lation and
acculturatio:n for Mexican Americans. 3 Fostility occurs between
some liexicans and llexican Americans, nonethcless, when floods
of illegal cntrants from llexico de-ress wages in tris country
and kecp larce nﬁmberé éf Chicanos unemrloysd or unable to
locate better Jobs. In some regions the surplus labor rrovlenm
nas becorie so Intense that some militants now advocate an
"open border" in order to forece improved working cond’tions

for all laborers, alien and citigzen. L

2

Zecent firures renort 670,000 i1lleral aliens were appre-
nenled by the Imnirration Service and retarned to Mexico in 1973
and 800,700 in 197, Istimates for 1975 indicate an increased
nuriber of over one nillion individuals, Immigration officials
believe as many as ten million illerals of all nationalities now
reside 1In tals country., Leral Immicration from Hexico under per-
manent-visa status has imereased in recent years to over 200,000
persons annually, Temporary work visas add 100,000 to 150,000
workers yearly, See "Intorview with Leonard F, Chayman, Jr.,
Comnissioner, Imnigrat on and Waturalization Cervice," U,3, llews
and ‘Jorld Report, 77 (July 22, 1974), 27-30, and llatt S, Meler
and feliclano Hlvera, The Chicanos: A ilstory of 'lexican Ameri-
cans (llew York: 1111 andi "ang, 1972), 217-235.

“rank G, “ittelbach and Joan Y. *loore, "Zthnic Zndoramy--
The Case of llexlcan Americans," in Rudolph Gomez, The Changing
Hexican American: A Reader (&1 Paso, Texas: University of Texas
®ress, 1972), 117-113, 121-122, 131-132,

"I'o ‘lay Peor Inmiro Gue 371 Mexicano," E1 Chicano, 5
(January 26, 1972), 4. The case for and arainst devorting ille-
ral lexican laborers reflects ideolorical as well as organiza-
tional cleavases within the Chicano movement. In California,
the United Farm orkors Union suprorts denortation and a stricter
linltation of "sreen card" temporary U.S. work permits for ilexi-
cans. In contrast, soveral ilexican American soclalist rrours
fovor rrotecet? ns and working rishts for illogal workers in tue
“nZted States,
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In comparison to other ethnic groups, the Spanish-sur-
named Anerican 1s younger--one third were under 1y years in
1972--and poorer, exhibiting a medium family income of $7,600
compared to $10,350 for the entire nation. Despite evidence
of educational improvement, with bi-lingual training, headstart
programs, and college scholarships, the Chicano is well below
averace attainment irn these areas., Depressed conditions also
exist in health, housing, emnloyment, and political influence,
Because of these handicaps the Mexican American tends to be
preoccuried with local problems and programs, :Hdis cultural
and political horizons usually do not extend beyond the imme-
diate milieu, making the ,resence of Mexico distant for the
majority of Chicanos,

“olitically the Chicano has been unable to form a common
national or even regional front. Class, generational, personal-
1ty, sub-regional, and ideological cleavages predominate instead,
Histd}ically differing migration patterns from Mexico, contras-
ting racial-cultural mixes of the migrating peoples, and diverse
reglonal economles of the Mexican-settled areas within the Uni-
ted States have caused iexican Americans even in the Southwest
to vary significantly in culture, Despite efforts by the La
Raza Unida Party, the United Farm Workers, the League of United
Latin American Citizens, and other similarlorganizations, no
strong natioral movement has avneared, or perhans is likely to

appear, Decause of the wide scope of these cleavages,

000



-5~

The lexican American has not made a significant impact
uvon natioral policy desvite this croup's importance to the
Democratic Party in the Southwest since 193C., As most Chicenos
are liberal, they appear to have no viable alternative than to
vote Democratic, although the Republican Party has attempted,
unsuccessfully to date, to gain large numbers of converts,
Therefore, Chnicanos seem compelled to remain‘;ithin the Demo-
cratic fold. Yonetheless, they have failed to exert a strong
nolicy affect here because they cannot offer large numbers of
voters in strateglc urban areas, as Black Americans do, and they
are unable to approximate the large sums of rnoney to party
coffers contributed by Jewish Americans.

A very limited number of Mexican Americans serve in
capacities which affect this country's policies in either

domestic or international areas, Minority group employment

representation in the federal govermnment over the past several

The l'ixon Administration sought Mexican American support
primarily through the Cabinet Committee on Opportunities for
Spanish Speaking Peonle, headed by Henry Ramirez, This office
has failed, however, to acnieve an image independent of the
Republican Party and it is criticized by Hispanie groups for
1ts ineffectiveness. Martin G, Castillo, chairman of the Cabi-
net Comrittee, lauded Kixon's Equal Zmployment Opportunity Pro-
gran of 1970 as an "unnaralleled breakthough" for the Spanish-
surnamed. "Desplte all the oratory about Improvement," states
Castillo, “the Spanish Surnamed employment in the Federal Covern-
nent has Lovered around 2 percent for the past ten years, Tuls
situation would probably continue without this type of action
by “resldent Ilixon." See Cabinet Committee, Newslsatter, 2 (Octo-
ber, 1970), 1-l4, and "New Life for :iispano Cablnet Unit Seen,"
Denver Post, December 9, 1974, 12,

000,
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years has steadily increased from 19.1 per cent of the entire
federal Civil Service in 1969 to 19.7 in 1972. This gain has
occurred despite reductions in the total federal work force
durine these years. In 1969, 2.3 per cent of government person-
nel were Spanish-surnamed and in 1972, 3 per cent. 6 However,
because the Spanish-sreaking people constitute approximately
8 per cent of the country's employed, goals of parity remain
distant,.

“mployment firures for Spanish-surnaried Foreisn Service
Officers in the Department of State also lag behind total feder-
al rovernment ratios., In 1960 only 243 individuals, or 1.7
per cent of 12,933 ?SO's, possessed Spanish-surnames., 1971
revorts indicate an increase of such persons to 382, but only
2«3 per cent of total State personnel. 7 Ranking officlials
charged with policy making toward Latin America almost com-
pletely were non-Spanish-surnamed. Of the 165 persons listed

in the United States Government Organization Manual as holding

inportant Department posts concerned with hemispheric policy
since 1935, only two, Arturo Yorales-Carrion, Deputy Assistant

Secretary of State, 1961-196l, and Joseph J, Jova, Ambassador

6
United States Civil Service Commission, Minority Group
Zmployment in the Federal Government, various issues. Also

letter from Mr, Chuck Delrado, Calef of Prograns, Research,
and Development, Cabinet Committee, July 26, 1973.
7

These firures are taken from United States, Department

of State, Biorrarhic Rerister of the Devartment of State, 1960,
1970.
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to the Orranization of American States, 1971-1973, revresented
the Spanish heritage; neither reflects lexican ancestry.,

Present liexican American affinity for Mexico is there-
fore reduced by labor compstition between Chicénos and lexi-
cen aliens and by the Chicano's relatively depressed socio-
econonic and political conditions., Having a former homeland
adjacent has not provided an example or inspiration to Chi-
canos for overcoriing thelr problems in the United States.

Paralleling the "awakening" of the Mexican American in
the nid-1960's, and perhaps an indication of attempts to fur-
ther the general movement, radical Chicanos have sought stron-
rer foreign nolitical tiles. ? In several instances, certain
Chicano leaders have avpealed to other nations' governments or
to the United Natlions for assistance in their demands uvon
United States authorities. Reles Lopez Tijerina, for example,

urged ifexico, Spain, the Organization of American States, and

0

In addition, few Mexican American students and acade-
nicians in United States institutions of higher learning have
directed their scholarly interests toward the border areas or
to Latin America. Only 11 per cent of Latin American Studies
Association 1971 members were Spanish-surnamed and a signifi-
cant majority of t.ese taurht languages and did not represent
the policy science areas, See LASA, Membership List, 1971
(Wasihlngton, D.C., LASA, 1971).

9

That more assertive factions occasionally turn to ilexico
is not to say that moderate groups in contrast have ignored the
Re~ubliec., For since arrival to this country, nmany llexican Ameri-
cans have retained sentimental attachment for areas south of the
border., ‘oderates, however, do not sees cultural and political
advancement from this association to the extent that some radi-
cals now are attempting,

000%
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the United MNations to place pressure uron this country to

correct allered violations of laud srant nrovisions in the

1343 Treaty of Cuadalure :iidalgo. "Corky" Gonzalez likewise

nas surrested that the United ations administer a pleblacite

in the Southwest as a solution to Anglo American diserinina-
10

tion a~ainst Chicanos.

Chicano activists are vocal in eriticizing United States

roliey toward Latin america and the less doveloped world,

The La Raza Unlda Party as well as several militant conven-

tions have advocated the independence of Puerto Rico, Kadicals

have traveled to Cuba in suprort of rrograms there and protest

alleged CIA Intervention against the rovernnent of Salvador

allerde in Chile. Armando Rendon has asserted that Chicanos

eventually will alirn nore directly with revolutionary hemi=-

vherle forces:

in a few years. . . Latin Arericans will become aware
of the presence of an ally in its relations with the
United States. The Chicano will see to it that never

10

Juring llexlcan President Luis Zchevarria Alverez! visit
to the TUnited States in June, 1972,Chicano activists plclketed
the Fresident's temvorary residences in San Antonio and Los
Anreles, nrotesting arainst allered political prisoners held _
in llexlco City's Lecumberri Prison and the govermment's represe
sive actions apainst Mexican students. President Zchevarria,
meeting vith the San Antonio dermonstrators, promired to allow
an insrection of the prison by a Chicaro doleration and voiced
opnosit'on to the diseriminations suffered by Mexlcan Ameri-
cans. ..owever, he also declared that Mexico would carofully
refra’n fron involvement in United States domestic affairs,
refusing In one instance to sanction the boycott of non-union
lettuce, See Graciela lMendez, "La visita de rresidente Luls
idchevarria Alvaroz," La Raza, 1 (September, 1972), 52,
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again will / the United States 7 offer only -~ringo-
i1sri0 to the brother nations of the Yestern iiernigphero.

inereasingly evident 1is the sympathy shown by some radical
crouns for all Taird World reoples in their strusrles for
self-determination and against "colcnialism,"

Zonetheless, ilexican American travelers to llexico often
are disillusioned by what they observe on arrival. One cori-
nentator, shocked by nerlect for its ceorle by the covermment,
offers the following advice to his readers:

Let's not look to Spain or even Mexico to help solve

our present vnroblems that we're having in the United

States. A short stay in any vart of the Republic of

iiexico should be enourh to convince you that Mexico

has nothing to offer us In the way of solutions to
soclal problems in the United States. The disparity
between the affluent and the poor in lexico is so
flagrantly obvious., The sickness, the disregrard for
human disnity by the people in public service and all
of the corruption which comes from a fovernment which
1s comrlacent with 1ts rediocrity, this 1is what you'll
find in present ilexico, If you feel I'm too critical

take a trip into loxico yourself and find out. 12
Chlcaros alro decry the existence of Anglo American cultural
and economic penetrations south of the border and they ridi-
cule illexicans for accepting an alien materialism snd comrer-
clelism, (.iany Anglo Americans take a similar position),

ilost Latin American rovermments are described by militants

as being dominated by wealthy hispanized:elites and United

11
itendon, op. cit., 316,
12

Jose de la "ena, "3l '16' de septiembre," Il Chicsno,
S (Sentember 15, 1971), 3.
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Stetes busiiess intercsts, These radicals and some noderates
detect 1little difference beyﬁgen the current political situa-
tion in Latin Anmerica and fﬂat in the United Stater where
sinilar ty-es of people, the Indian and the mestizo, are seen
to be sub’ugated by closely aligned elitist and racist-ethno-
centristic political systems, 13

Cone iexican aAmericans arparently suffer diserimination
from ilexicans, For example,.one source reports:

If the visitors are recent migrants-made-pood, then
they are treated as lMexicans, But when Chicanos
arrive, they often sveak broken Spanish, their clo-
thes and habits are strange, they seem as different
from iexicans as they do from Armericans, . ., 'The
tlexicans call us ignorant if we try to speak Spanish
and oresunptuous if we speak Znglish,! Jose Angel
Gutiasrrez, leader of the Partida Raza Unida, , !
said during a visit here. 1

Chicano students in lexico likewise encounter prejudice, anc
of%én they are accused by radical Mexican youth of being
tainted by llorth American imperialism, Local Mexican dialect
ar.i custons, usually d%stinct from those of the MNexican Ameri-
can,‘also set the United States student apart, loreover,

local resentment arises because llexicans believe Chicanos

13
See "Massacre in lMexico," 21 Grito del llorte, 4
Aurust 20, 1971), 17-18, nLita Luna LuJan, "La Lucha en
flexico," 31 Grito del Norte, 6 (iarch, 1973), A, B, and
"Mexicans, Chicanos Eave Too Few Cormon Interests," &1 Chi-
cano, 7 (Mareh 1, 1973), 16.

1

"Mexlcans, Chicanos iave Too Few Cormon Interests,"

Ibid.,

001<
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come to Hexico not to assist the downtrodden there but in-
stead to learn more about themselv~: -3 how they are to
overcome thelr problems in the U ~ dtates.

In reaction it is sometimes stated that Chicanos are
beconing culturally and politically distinct from their Latin
American brothers, emerging rather as "separate entities"
whose new identity 1s unique to the Americas. In this vein

Rudy Acuha argues:

The Mexican Amer!can has reached the point where he
has become distinguishable from his brothers to the
south, and he should be treated as a separate entity.
While forging their new identity, Mexican Americans
are evolving new 1ldeas and arts which will contribute
cignificantly to the American nations as a whole, 16

Such a declaration of independence represents a new spirit
of confidence and maturity which did not exist among earlier
cenerations of Mexlcan Americans who maintained clossr ties
with llexico,

With the exception of radicals' occasional apveals to

15
A group of Chicano students enrolled at the Univer-
sity of the Americas near Cholula, Mexico, designc? and
submitted a questionaire about the Mexican American to several
classes at the Unlversidad de Puebla. They encountered a
sreat amount of hostility, in part because the Spanish lan-
guage of the survey was judred to be poor and thus offensive.
Likewlse, the students were at first linked within the gulse
of antl-Ameiicarism, This writer found the Mexican Americans
at the Unlversity of the Americas unable to attract Mexicans
and other Latin Americans to their La Raza club. Instead,
the bi-natinal student body continued to be sem rated
according to country and curriculum lines despite efforts
to group Mexicans and Chicanos together.
16
A Mexican American Chronicle (New York: Amorican
Book Company, 197.i), 1,

001c¢
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vexico and elsewhere, no strong rolitical attachment cur-
rently is evident from the Mexican American persvective
toward the Mexican and Latin American peoples. And cultural
and sentimental ties appear to be waning particularly for
later generations of residents in the United States. It
woula be difficult to locate a widespread Chicano commit-
ment to the southern republics which parallels the Jewish
American surport for Israeli sovereignty or even the Black
American advocacy of Black self-determination in southern
Africa., hy is there lacking a similar Chicano response
for the acute problems of their ancestral brothers when
Mexicc stands adjacent to this country and the Mexican Ameri-
can retains closer ethnic ties to tlils cultural source than
other ninorities do to their former homelands? Several ex-
rlanations for this absence of a strong relatlonshin might
be offered.

Tirst, Mexican Americans hardly are in a position to
advocate the causes of other American republics., For unlike
the Jewish Arerican they lack affluence and political power,
and must place priority uron improving their own local
conditions and ovportunities within the United States.
Likewise, bein; less unified and concentrated regionally,
they have been unable to exert significant political in-
fluence to compare with the recent successes over policy

direction achieved by American Jews and Blacks,

Q 0014
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Secondly, unlike other immigrant groups arriving in
this country--for example, the Irish, Germans, and-East
Turopsans--the Mexican generally has made no attempt to
alter nolicy toward his past homeland. One clue for this
divergence may lie in the national rivalries and the extent
to which these rivalries have affected nationalistic fervor
amoﬁg later immigrants to the United States, European nations
experienced centuries of international hostillities which
became embedded in popular cultures. 17 For instance, the
Irish fought the English, many Zastern Zuropeans distrusted
both Germans and Russians, and the Germans desirea a uni-
fied nation. None of these antagonisms negatively affected
Am.rica, and imnigrants from such areas could be transplanted
here without difficulty. Republican Mexico of the 19th century
in contrast did not enjoy sufficient time or unity to develop
ardent natriotism among its citizenry. Hence, later refugees
traveling northward could not carry with them deep-seated
psychological involvement in Mexico's international problems
gimilar to the Zuropeans. loreover, the Republic faced the

United States as a serious enemy during the period, suffering

i
See Paul Seabury, "Racial Problems and American Forelgn
Tolicy," in George '/, Shepard, Jr., Racial Influences in Ameri-
cen Foreirn Policy (New York: Basic Books, 1970), €£0-75, and
Tawrence .i, ruchs, "!iinority Groups and Foreign rolicy,"
folitical Celence Quarterly, 7L (June, 1959), 161-175.
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defeat In the border war of the 1840's, Obviously it was
risky for these immigrants to maintain hostility toward the
country in which they were to make new residence, In sum,
Hexican Americans did not or could rot retain former nation-
allstic blases as other imrd erant peoples frequently did,

Thirdly, many Mexicans came to this country for pro-
mlises of oprortunity and a largre provortion of them arrived
with the intention of eventually returning with substantial
earnings to their place of origin, Rendon labels this ten-
dency a "repatristion syndrome” which caused Mexican Ameri-
cens to be less Interested in United States policies and
local conditions, even thourh Anglo Americans discriminated
against some of them, 18

Fourthly, Chicanos today possess higher living standards
than do average Mexicans despite continued evidence of pre-
Judice and wrong treatment confronting them. Rendon's criti-
cism of the "repatriation syndrome" held among Mexican Ameri-
cans reflects this situation. That the image of Mexico
continues to be unimportant under these circumstances indi-
cates trat Chicanos are opting for success in the United
States, A return-to-Mexico moverient would show pessimism
and worsening local conditions perceived among Chicanos,

trends wilch apparently are not occurring presently,

18
kendon, op. cit., 19-23,

001t
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There 1s strong evidence that Mexican Americans are
assimilating and acculturating ranidly into North American
culture, setting a pace similar to other imnigrant peoples
in eastern and midwestern states. According to the Mittel-
bach and lioore study in Los Angeles, Chicanos who were
female, later post-immirrant generation, and of higher
occuration status married outside of their ethnic group
in rates of over 50 per cent. 19 o proof exists that elther
nationalist apveals of militants to discourage intra-
marriaces or large numbers of recently arrived Mexic an
nationals to thls country have slowed this interration rate.
In fact, it could be sugrested that these two factors may
stirmlate assimilation and thus cause further cleavages in
the llexlcan American corrmunity. In any case, more accul-
turated persons tend to overlook ties with Mexico.

Chicanos have adopted many common negative images of
Mexico held by Anglo Americans which encourage them to dis-
regard lexican culture. It would be difficult for any person
living within United States educational and mass media cur-

rents to avold contact with these stereotypes, And visits to

19
iZittelbach and Koore, oo, cit., 122. The Grebler,
loore, and Guzman study makes a simlilar conclusion. They state
that ", « .length of residence, education attainment, occupa-
tion, and income--rather than country of oricin--were the
main deterrilnants of differences in /liew and 01d Immigrants 7
rate/s/ of naturalization." Leo Grebler, Joan Y, !toore, and
Ralph C. Cuzman, The Mexican-American People: The Nation's
Second Larrest Minority (New York: Free Press, 1970), 5o&0.
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the Republic may reenforce these negative blases. Hence,
when the Chicano desires to clarify his current ethnic iden-
tity but possesses a disdain for the core source of this
charscter, he psycholorically reacts arainst MMexican ties.
The lexican American also displays a sense of his own cul-
tural limitations when confronting the lMexican, especially
when the latter 1s educated; tnls reaction likewise restricts
his interest in llexico.

Finelly, no "special relatlionship" exists between the
iexican American and ilexico because United States authori-
ties place hemispheric events on a very low priority, 2o a
rolicy which discourages interest ir the area by Chicancs
and non-Cnlcanos alike, Zuropean nations usually receive
hi~hest official consideration, particularly as given by
conservative leaders who assert "Atlantic nation" status
for this country. Public awareness of Latin America. problems
i1s also rreempted by more visible (and perhaps more immediate-
ly imrortant) occurrences in the iiddle Zast, southern
Africa, and southeast Asia, Zxcept for the Soviet chal-

lenge in Cuba during the early 1960's which helped to

create the Alliance for Irogress, and the former Salvador

20

A penetrating review and analysis of the i"ixon Admi-
nistration policy toward Latin America is done by Yale ii.

Fer;-uson, "An 3nd to the 'Special Relationship': The United
States and Latin America," Revista/Review Interamericana,

2 (Fall, 1972), 352-387.
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Allende government in Chile in the 1970's, no visible
tureats to survival or national interests for the United
States or individual republics are transpiring in the region
to attract smecial concern by Mexlican-descented citizens of
tie United States.2!

T.erefore, the meaning of lMexlico as perceived by a
majority of Chicanos 1is vague, ambiguous, and more nerative
than positive., For attaining the objectives of cultural
pluralism and equal oprortunity in this country, Mexican
Americans have been unwilling or unable to utilize the
sirnificance of the Republic as a cultural anchor as well
as a political inspiration., A contrasting perspective of
tnis difficult yet potentially rewarding relationship lies
in the Mexican view of the Chicano,

Mexicans View the Chicano

lexicens encounter many of the problems which presently

glso confront Chicanos, There is yet no true Mexica:n nation-

21
According to one view, United States involvement in
Black Africa reflects more a European than African milileu,
Tor Portural has gained supnort for its African policies in
return for United States military use of the Azores becses
w.ich 1link America to Europe and the lliddle Easts The re-
maining areas of Africa recelve even a lower policy priority
than does Latin America, ido0owever, unlike the Chlcano and
his relationship to Latin America, the Black Arerican con-
inues to protest alleged colonial repression in southern
Africa, See John lfarcum, "Southern Africa and U.S, Policy:
A Congideration of Alternatives," in Shepard, op. cit.,
186 '216 ]

001i<



18-

al ldentity; and vresent class and regional disnmarities are
becoming more apparent with recent inflation, unemployment,
marginality, and the recurring crises of political legltimacy.
Since the turmoil of Tlatelolco in 1969, institutionalized
revolutionary politics is no longer a national unifying factor.
Therefore, the search for an identity and for soclo=-nolitical
rirhts which preoccupies the llexican American faces the
ilexican as well, When the Chicano looks toward liexico for
inspiration and assistance in resolving similar problems in
tais country, he must understand the average Mexlcan's poverty,
cultural cleavages, and lack of direction within Mexico.

Despite impressive industrial expansion, the ifexlcan
econony also contains vast numbers of unemployed and under-
enployed persons, with some estimates of the former extending
well over 30 per cent, Among other difficulties, food and .
land are becoming scarcer and Mexico's population growth 1s
one of the hirhest in the world., Living standards for mar-
rinal or poverty-stricken people have not improved since
World “Jar Two. The affluent United States vromises survival
for nany Mexicans and is attracting waves of 1illegal entrants
from the south. In this envircnment it 1s difficult for
Mexicans to sympathize with Chicano demands for cultural and
volitical privileges when they realize that wage and benefit
parity for the two countries cannot be achieved with the

near future,
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The ilexican political system falls far short of earning
recognition as a derocracy desrite the Republic's increasine
suflrare, its orrosition parties, and the maintenance of a
srorrescive constitution. or example, the nation's Indians
encounter ethnic discerimination and face possible loss of
past heritaces because of the governnent's assimilationist
policles, lo bi-linfual education is pernitted for the bene-
it of these peoples; the most successful tribes are those
which aceulturate. 22 Polltics are controlled largely by
business factions and the military, both of which favor moder-
ation and stability. Zvidence of widespread corruption,
favoritism, and rewression 1is reported. Authorities also

23

are very suspicious of radicals, partly 1in reaction to
recent urban and rural terrorist movements, and the leader-
shlp quickly roves against students and others who may ad-

versely affect polltical continuity, It is to this ethno-

22
falph L, Beals, "lexico's Persistent Indians," Current
Idstory, 20 (¥ay, 197.), 20L, 231-232,
23

Yiexlcan border officials also prohiblt the entry of
susrected extremists from the United States, For example, an
acquaintance of the author was a leader of an anti-Vietnam
rrotest which occupled a military science building on a uni-
versity campus, He was not permitted to eross the border
1ato lexico after the government became aware of his actions,
In 196, lexican authorities blccked a caravan of Chicanos
led by Reles Lopez Tijerina wi'ich was destined for llexico
City in order to protest the land grant problem in the United
States. Tijerina was quickly given plane passare back to this
country; the remainder of the caravan also received orders to
return to its place of origin.
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centristic, often repressive, enviromment which the Chicano
must res—ond. Representing vrimarily a liberal and derno-
crétic background, he suffers from the nepative example of
ilexican politices, Ioreover, undar these adverse conditions,
the l'exican 1iberal has been unable to provide cultursal,
economic, or volitical leadership to Chicano brethren north
of the border,

Traditionally, ilexico's foreign policy enits the tenets
of liberallism, advocating self-determination, non-intervention,
the juridical equality of states, and other similar values.
Revoluticnary causes and leaders of other countries except
the United Sta.es usually are welcomed and supported by
officlal actions., The liexican government has continued te
recornize Cuba's Castro regime, at times alone among heni-
svheric powers. However, in practice the Republic's foreign
relations with the United States restrict an increased inter-
chanre between llexlco and the Chicano. First, llexico's
security obviously depends upon good relations with the
United States. No interests can be served, therefore, by
intervenings on behalf of its former citizens when such

actions could antagonize Washington and perhaps encourage

this country to reciprocate by intervening as well, Secondly,

Mexico is tied closely to the United States in trade, labor
Investments, and tourlst revenues despite official efforts

to reduce thils derendency relationship., In both casces,
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llexico's policies must be focused toward %nglo fmericans
Instead of Chicanos 1in order to fulfill their basic foreign
objectives,

lHexicans are not well informed about Hexican American
conditions or affairs in the United States although nation-
al newspaper coverage is thorough and sympathetic when ma jor
Chicano events occur. 2k Unfortunately, little in-depth
analysis by commentators is available with the single ex-
ception of a series of Zxcelsior articles written by a
Journalist who traveled extensively in the Southwest for
this newsparner, 25 An increasing curilosity is exhibited by
the more aware Mexican public toward the Chicano, even to
the extent of affecting some current dress styles and other

fads,

This author observed a Mexican-produced{film pertaini..g
to the California outlaw and Chicano hero Joaquin Murietta.
Unlilke some Chicano versions romanticizing this person and
condemning all Anglo Ameriecans wvho pursued him, the Mexican
approach, whether historically true or not, instead was much
riore balanced. It depicted Murietta as being duped by "bad"
Yexlcans; in sane cases the hero's reputation actually was
salvaged by certain Anglo Americans,

2

See ixcelsior, several issues, May, 1974, Some stan-
dard Chicano literature is avatlable in the larger lMexican
bookstores in either English or Spenish editions, dowever,
very few orlginal studies have been authored by Mexicans
which deal with Mexican .mericans. In this author's opinim,
many of these accounts rely too extensively upon only Chi-
cano opinions and contribute 1little to s description of
Mexlcan assessments of the moverment north of the border,

See for example Gilberto Lopez y Rivas, Los Chicanos: une
minoria nacional explotada (liexico, D.¥,7 Zdltorlal Tucgtro
Zlempo, .

N
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Simllar to Anglo Americans, Mexlcans unfairly stereo-
type the liexican American in the image of a depressed "wet"
back" and farm laborer although a large majority of Chicanos
now reslde in urban areas and have broken employment ties

with the acrarian sector, 26

Resentment 1s dlrected arainst
the Chicano because it 1s felt he has no interest in assis-
ting the Mexican, Instead, ilexicans believe the !‘exlcan
dnerican has deserted his former homeland for the affluence
of a culturally different nation. And when the Chicano
returns to lexico, many of his previous brothers contend
that he does so to help himself only. 27 These antagonisms
are worsened when the llexican laborer in the United States
1s cheated and maltreated by the Mexican American,

It would be difficult to determine which social stratas
in ilexico micht assert more intimete political and cultural
ties with the Chicano. The Mexican higher income groups,
who in many cases tend to be more hispmanized also, would

certainly not fraternize with mestizo anil radical Chicanos.

These affluent ilexicans attach themselves more closely to

26
For an insichtful analysis on the origins of negative
storeotynes of llexicans wiich were inherited eventually by
Chicaros, see llanuel Servin, "The Berinnincs of California's
Anti-ilexican Prejudice," in Servin, The Mexican Americans:
An Awakened linority, 2nd Zdition (Beverly Hills: Glencoe

Press, 197l), 2-
27

These resentments were related to the author by both
Mexlcan and Chicano students in ilexico. In fact, the ve jora-
tive term "gabacho," used in the United States arainst the
Anclo imerican "foreirner," was instead a description of the
Chicano "sellout,"
0024
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Anglo Americans than to any Hexican Americasn serment, Latin
Anerican middle classes, vprobably the closest potential ally
to riost Ciiicanos, are now becoming inecreasingly hispanized,
but still tend to be »nolitically frarmented and disenfran-
chized, and seck to imitate elite classes culturally and
politically, Therefore, liexicans of this description also
mirht discourace closer as-oclations with Chicanos. Like-
wrlse, despite closer mutual interests in some ca-es, it is
doubtful whetnher the marcinal peoples of the Republic could
ecsily find a close relationship with lexican Americans,
These are the iiexicans who journey northward across the border
for employment and become economic rivals of Chicanos, Fur-
thermore, the averace villarer 1s conservative, pessimistiec,
and susviclous of outsiders, be they of liexican deccent or
"erincos.”

‘luch tine has elapsed since the Mexican American or

his forefatiers departed ilexico for this country, and their

life styles have shifted as ranidly in the United Statcs as
have those of thelr brothers who remained behind., 'or exon-

ple, words, speech dialect and slang clhanse, and national

heroes and events Jdiffer; even cultural attitudes toward
politics become contrasting. In these ways, the ilexican

and the Clhiicano association has suffered after each has
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traveled on varying paths in time and space. 28
come llexican intollectuals have tallen a reneved inter-
est in thelr former covntrymen., Joce Ynsconcelos, Sanuel
nomos, Cetavio Paz and othor writers, in thelir attonris to
' dolineate the Mexlecan personality, have extended thelr ohilo-

sophical horizons across the borier. Tor exanple, in the

Labyrinta of Solitude by Paz, the Pachuco youth in the Tnited

States 1s portrayed as an extrerie character varlety of the
vexingn himeself. "Wdhether we like it or not," Paz asserts,

the Paciiucos "are iiexlcans, / and /7 are one of the extrsnes

at which the Mexlecan can arrive." 29 According to this suthor,
the leviean in the nited States faces and reacts to similar
verrmality crises wilch likewlse contront the ilexican in

llexico, taus linking tne two peoples 1n gsimilar "masi-s" in

20
Tor exanple, many descendents of earlier settlers
fror1 Spain and lexico, particularly in northern New .lexico
and southern Colorado, today converse in an antiquated 18th
and 1Gth century Spanish dialect. A further example relates
to a iexican professor teae .irg at the Coleglo de llexico,
Dr. Loranzo ieyer, wio told the author of his amazerent in
hearins out-of-date rural and small town Yexlcan slang
s~olzen in southern Colorado witich would be very unusual to
find ir most areas of vresent iexico., Finally, it might
be noted that Conzalez' enic poem, "I Am Joaquin," avolds
any further description of Hexlcan affairs after the 1910
Revolution.,
29
Labrrinth of Solitude (lew York: Grove FPress, 1961),
1l;, The term Pachuco is of unlmown oricin. Taz deseribes
one varisty, the "zoot sulter" of the 1910's. Chicanos have
taken a rew arl rather romantic interest in thle character
as a nrecursor to present-day nilitants.
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order to cove with man's basic condition of "solltude."
Another author, %dolfo G. Dominguez, a former lexican consul
in thils country, probes the orisins and politics of the
Chicanos and criticizos them for neglscting their original
tie with llexico. Dominguez strikes a corron therme by Hexl-
can comnmentators when he sucrests that Chicanos will not
achieve ultimate success in their strugrsles if they forsale
the heritage of their motherland. 30

Revolutionary and nore assertive reformist groups in
Latin America have sourht contact with radical Chicano move-
ments and, according to one activist source, have talkten more
interest in the militants of this country than Chicanos have

31

~iven to Latin American upheaval. ilexican extremists con-
tend that revolution in the United States muct take place
first before ruccessful radical chance 1s possible in other
corntries, for in llexico and other strategic areas, present

Unitod States authorities would intervene and prevent extre-

rnists from remainine in power, Chicanos, therefore, repre-

30
131 chicanisro: su ori~en y actualidad nolftica,"
Cuadernos Amorieanos, 178 (Marzo-Abril, 1971), 6L-76. In =
Chicaro speech DreéIaent Bcheverria urged Mexican Americans
"not to chan-e tholr nationality" and to return to their
homeland irf they felt it profitable. e further advised his
listaners to retain their llexican identity while sharing
their presert comunities. New York Times, June 19, 1972,
pe. 10,
31

Lujan, op. cit., B. However, allegedly, sore Chlcanos
have sent rnoney "and we weanons acroscs the border to sup»ort
Hexican terrorists,
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sent a very vital factor in_advancing pernanent and thorougch
nhemisvheric change, according to these contentlons, i'nowledge
of these contacts, nevertheless, has made cther rovernnents
wary of activists from the United States. Iliexico, for example,
has cooperated closely with thls country in investigating
Chicano leaders, such as Tijerina, and Chicano orgsanizations,
and in preventing some of their activities from spreading
beyond. the border,

Despite this official action to deter the Chicano mili-
tant, the i.exican covernment has made efforts to maintain
rood relations with the lMexican American. President Zche-
verrial's speeches in the United States have been one indi-
cation of this concern. From time to time lexican government
offictals have intervened where possible on behalf of Chlcanos

and extended sympathy for thelr cause. 32 A more recent official

— 33
One example 1is the llexican consul in Los Anreoles who
testified on behalf of several ifexlcan American youth during
the Sleepy Lagoon case grand jury. In earlier decades of this
contury iexican consuls soucht to discourage naturalization of
ijts nationals residing in the United States because the Republic
could no longer offer protection to its countrymer.. These
officials!' patriotic and cult»ral 1deologles also motivated
such actions. Grebler, et. al,, OD. cit.,560, However, the
llexican govermment has not considered the treatment of Chicanos
a major international contention. Recently, “oreign liinister
2111io Rabasa amounced that the 1llegal migrants question
represents the last significant issue between the two countriss,
ny.S. Gets Protest on 3raceros," Denver Post, June 21, 1974,

p. 1l.
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policy has attempted to attract Mexican American tourism
to lexico, Finally, one commentator goes so far as to
succest that liexicar leadership frequently encouragses
closer ties among .lexicans and Chicanos, "feeling that
one day ZFChicanos_7 might become a Mexican pressure group
within the United Statss in the same way as American Jews
lobby for Isrsel.n 33

lievertheless, llexico's vision of the Mexican American
continues to be distant, conflicting, and more hostile than
arilsble, closely paralleling in most resvects the Chicano's
view of the Republie., lMueh more depressed than the Caicano,
the lexican 1s unable to -rovide overt assistance across the
frontier for advarcirng cultural pluralism and equal oppor-
tanity in the United States. Zven with such an ability,
would vnrivate or public ilexican groups choose to intervene
in affairs to the north when power ratios remain extended
and dismal problem sectors continue to exist in Mexico? In
conclusion and in similarity with the lHexican American, no
"speclal relationship" presently 1is held by Mexleans toward
Chicanos and the near future presents little indication that
a stronger association will develop.

Analysis and Conclusions

iileXico has offered the Chicano very little direct assis-

tance toward attaining the rights of pluralism and opportunity

"lexicans, Chicanos ilave Too Few Comron Interests,"
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in t»¢ United States. Tha average lexican 1s voverty-ctricken
and preoccu~led with pnysical survival, his govermient 1s
larrely disinterested in lfexican Americans, and the inter-
American rolitical scene likewise 1s not conducive to
intervention in the affairs of his nelghbors to the north,
Jurtherrore, the Chiczno has not seriously sought the Re-
publie's Jdireect support. Instead, Chicanos have absorbed
thermselves in their owvn local problems and progrems. Apparent-
ly there exists sufficient promise in these activities to
show a lack of regard in the concerns and vossible contribu-
tions of lMNexicans. And even if MHexican Americans are not
over-coning difficultles in the United States, they cannot
appeal to thelr former homeland for relief because of the
cultural, financial, and political handicaps besetting them,
As a result, racial, cultural, econoriical, and political
factors continmue to separate the two peorles, and recently
these raprs appear to have widened,

‘That, then, can the Chicano gain from the presence of
fexico? First, the Republic represents a cultural image or
csyribol uvon which to anchor the liisnanic-mestizo part of the
ilexlcan American personality. ror without the clear presence
of "exico, the ilexican Anerican may submerge into a "melting
pot" similar to thet which earlier consumed other ethnically
distinet peorles in tnis country, and the dual objectives of

cultural pluralism and equal oprortunity could lose their
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vitality. Thorefore, the ethniec anchor of the Republic
symbolizes a hope end provides a model for those Chicanos
interecsted in retalning this heritage,

hethcr or not the llexican American can resist accul-
turation and establish himself as a distinct personality
has yet to be determined. Few immigrant peonles in United
States histcory who did not reflect northern Zuropean values
have easily retained their ancesters' identities. The path
for ilexican Americans to achieve ethnic distinctivencss like-
wise will be extremely difficult to travel successfully. AaAnd
strewn in the way are the economic and other hardships endured
by all irmi~-rants which press Chicanos into Anglo American
life in order to surport themselves. In similarity ito other
such groups, the country of origin, Mexico, may not offer the
Chicano a sufficiently strong marnetic force to reverse the
assinilaticn tendency,

Second, the Chicano might utilize his cross-national
1dontity as a counterpoise between Anzlo America and Latin
America, I'or Instance, a sirnificant deterioration in Illexi-
can American living conditions may seriously embarrass United
States relations with hemispheric republics as well as ‘Third
World nations. 4 related possibility could involve the forming
of separatist, or even terrorist, movements which, by being
located near the border, would create significant internation-

al tensions.
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The cnance that these counterpoise factors annrecizbly
may advance Chicano aspirations ap-~sars to be very rerwote,
however, I'or one thing, it is difficult presently to ima-
rine intentional volicies aimed at seriously lowering the
standards for any ethnic group in the United States. Current
procrans, in fact, are attempting to do the opposite. [ur-
thermore, there 1s no strong indication that hemispheric
rerublics and other less developed countries would respond
sympatihetically to the Chicano if such diserimination did
transpire, 3

Third, conceivably Ilexico and the remainingc Latin Ameri-
can countries might change their images and policies in ways
which may directly benefit liexican Americans, For example,
the stereotypes comionly attributed to Mexicans, which usually
are derogatory, also are ascsociated with Chicanos and hence
adversely affect the stature and confidence of their llorth
american brothers. 3ut can long-held ethnic images clhange
easily? Or should they be revised? For among a majority of

citizens of this country llexlco can attain a more "respectable"

34

For example, 3lobert Tucker believes United States
vital interests largely 1lle outside of the so-called Third
World and Latin America. He estimates that no matter what
this country's fore'gn policies or the make-up of less
develored areas' governments, many of these states are be-
coning ore dependent uron United States assistance instead.
See Tucker's A llew Isolationism: Threat or Pronise? (lew
York: Universe Books, 1972). If these opinions hold true,
the Ciiicano is not a vital consideration within these re-
lationships.
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identity only when 1+ more closely resembles the United States.
Accordingly, this will be achieved after it becomes nrore
modern, when extensive iniustrial progress ocecurs, and its
population reflects Turopean traits. 35 These modifications
obviously are rot attainable in the near future, if ever,
clven precent raclal comvositions and the rreat veriety of
soclo-econonic obstacles to modernization which must be over-
cories ence, the Republic's image cannot improve sufficiently
to further the Chicano's cause.

Iurthermore, llexican leaders nizht more forcefully
advocate ilexican American objectives, For example, the rmovern-
nent could issue official vrotests acainst discrimination
of Chicanos., It might augment its own cultural Influences
In the southwestern states and actively promote lMexican
imerlecan nationalism, Land grant apneals could be endorsed
bofore the United Natime and the Crranization of American
Ctates. Tonetheless, would the !'exican government be willing
or able to undertake these different tactics? Indeed, nore
forceful pro-Chicano initiatives by Mexican authorities are
far from 1likely, after one considers the Republict's tradi-

tional policies of non-intervention and rore Importantly its

35
This 1s the contention of lLiobert A. Scalapino, who
cites the example of United States stersotypes toward the
Ciilnese anl the Japanese which reversed in favor of the
latter once industrialization occurred. See hils "Race He-
lations and United States Policy in Aela," in Chepard, op.
cit., 100-131,
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fear of United States economic and military retaliations
after any such interference,

There 1s little present 1likelihood that Ilexico or the
other countrles of Latin America can improve substantially
the prospects of Chicanos., lMexican American ralns must
come from witnin the United States. For neither cultural
pluralism nor equal opnortunity in this instance are inter-

36

national-scope questions, Both objectives intrinsically
pertain to conditions in this country. And while there
continucs to be evidence that they are attainable goals,
the Chicano and the Anglo Americ;n, and not citizens of
republies to the south, represent the maln repositories for
thelr reclization,

iuch of the motivation for creating a better soclety
for all etinic peoples riust come from the non-Chicano come-
rmunity. Ior example, federal and local prograns aimed at
reducling any type of discrimination are beneficial and can
be vromoted from within the general political structure.

Anglo Americans can coniinue to support Mexican American

cultural activitles as well as socio-economic and educational

36

In contrast Black leaders in this country argue that
discrinination is a global struggle. OCnly when racism is
eradlcated everywhere, they contend, will a total victory
in the Tnited States be achieved., See for example C. Tric
Lincoln, "The Rlace FProblem and International Relations,"
39-58 and James iloss, "The Civil Rirhts .loverient and Aneri-
can Iorelgn Policy," 79-97 in Shepard, ope cit, This author
nas not noticed similar contentions made by Chicanos.
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sell-help »rojects for minorities, Iliore subjectively, all

citizens must attack vigorously 21l forms of special privi-
lere, from both moral and practical verspectives.

A further metnod for advancing these objectives 1is to
ungrade our relationship with lexico and the whole of Latin
America, Vhile ouar foreirn policles »rimarily reflect secur-
ity intorests, the United States also tends to maintain closer
tics with those nations whose culture rerembles Anslo imer: -
can traditions, and more distant ascoclations with countries
possecsing contrasting ethnic appearances. These ethnically
sclective foreign apvroachses w.:ich nerlect the Latin Ameri-
cans should be reversed if Chicanos and other minorities
in this country are to be assisted iIn preserving or redis-
coverin~ their przavious non-lorth American heritaces,

In a prractical sense, liexlcan Americans ust bc en-
courared to enter the Forelrn Service and other agencies
wnich plan and implerment United States assoclatlons with
Latin Anerica, Armando Fendon naintains that tnls country
would be advantaged in several ways by more intensely and
constructively utilizing the potential offered by ilexican
Americans in this foreipn policy area, Belng of both worlds,
he statss, "Chicanos can approach the erisis of races which
torments America as the single group in the nation which
represcnts, uviti our brother raza, broad racial and cultural

interration." Diendon asserts that the llexican /merican "is
[
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that latent bond between the peoples of the Western leni-
sphere, because already he eribodies the two worlds of the
forth and South imerican continents." Defore this bridging
of henispheric races can be established, however, the United
Ctates rust first assure the llexican American his rirhts
and status ithin this country, a feat which "will be a
najor step by Anglo-iAmerica to rove bevond itself into a
corrman”on with the world natlons, free of paranoia or the
delusions of beins noliceman for the world." 36 Ti.erefore,
Chilcano participation in diplomacy would reduce the allegped
ethhocentrism In United States poiicies toward less indus-
trinlized, raclally dissimilar countries and would advance
the rractical asmects of relations with Latin America. In
like manner, increased Chicano involvement in American
forci-n affalirs mirht well augment the prestife and the
confidence of the llexican American community,

Ultimately, of course, the attainment of cultural plu=-
ralicm and equal opprortunity depends upon the iexican Ameri-
can, Joday, Ci:lcanos are exploring their own human essence,
and each person individually 1s setting his or her own pace,
determining his own method and the extent of his endeavor,
‘Then one obscrves the dedication of some sectors of the

rnoverient, 1t 1s encouraging to note progress in relating

36
Rendon, ope. cit., 230, 30L-306,
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the pvrerence of .lexico snd the traditions of Chilecanos to
the rroblers encountered in this country, Fer exanple,
students today speal: rmors Spanish than in several years
rast, taey t¢re becoming more aware of the richness of
Jiexican and lexican American heritages, and they are more
assertive in Jdemanding the rights of citizens under the
United States system of rovernance, These and other sirns
indeed may indl-ate an unswing of mormentum armong: Chicanos,
rarticularly the young, for reversing past trends in acecul-
turation.

In contrast, many Chicanos, unlike Zlack and lative
Anericans, can and do assinmilste easily into Anclo American
life. Tals, of course, is their right. Ilowever, this pro-
cess also works arainst the foreces striving to achieve a
pluralist comminity, for persons who are successful in the
prescnt system also tend to be those who have foresalzen

many ol thelr forrer llexican tralts, 37 Perhaps 1n many

37

Th:is contention 1is influenced by the ideas of Carl
Derler, lleither Dlack Nor White (lew York: Maenmillan, 1970).
Decler, co.ivaring Blact slavery and post-slavery diserini-
nation in Brazil end the United States, argues that Rlack
moverments in this countrv are advantaged by the inability
of Individual Black Americu..~ to assimilate totally into
“hite socisty. Thls block arainst widespread social-cco-
noaic riobility has kept 3Blaclks more unified and has pre-
vented their leadershilp frco. becoming intesrated with
hites. Althoush the Ilexican American is not considered,
thls author believes the Degler book is important tecause,
in thesc ways, the Chicano is not similar to the Rlaclk,
and can assirllate and assurie an Anrlo American status
riuch 1ore easily.
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cases they became successful because they choose assimi-
lation, Clilcano leadershiip talent and organizational
gtrencth in resisting acculturation, however, is weakened
by these cleavaces, This is a dilemna which poses a very
serious challenre to the lexican Armerican,

Zlow the Chicano anproaches his assimilation problem
is crucial, for it appears the procescses of acculturation
are accelerating despite valiant efforts by some toward
reversal, Walle continulng endeavors toward attaining
cultural pluralism and equal ommortunity are being and
willl be made withlin the domestic setting, a stronger
association between Chicanos and :iexicans assuredly offers
another essential meti.od of achieving the objectives of
rluralism and opportunity. That is, Chicanos somehow must
establish a psychological if not an actual bond with the
present reallty of idexican culture and use this bond as
an assot In reaching the foals they have set in this coun-
try.

That exican Americans voluntarily or involuntarily
have nerlected ties Wl th ilexico in the past has tended to
cause their own assimilation into Anglo American -ulture,
for the Chicano is a unique blend of ldexlcan and United
States traditions. The gradual disappearance of liexican

culture encourares the Znplish-spealing imbalance which

apparently nou threatens the Chicano's pursult of a separate
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identity. Therefore, Chlcanos have rmuch to gain by asso-
clating more closely with the Eepublic's traditions and
with its present conditions,

rnore speclifically, several of llexico's potential
contributions could be listed, —or instance, many lexi-
can nerlcans currently lack a <lear definition of chicanisno.
In order to clarify thls confused image, the culture of llexi-
co can lend insights not only into the nature of the nove-
nent but pernaps also into the more apnrovriate future direc-
tions to follow wnich misht reverse acculturation in this
country, inowledse of :lexican herita~es also offors Chi-
canos confidence and justifications, both for achieving
and naintaining pluralism, and beyond this, for establishing
a rnore positive and equal relationship with Anglo Amerlea,

Conscquently, for these and for similar reasons, it
wonld be advantareous for liexican Americans to tale a nore
active role in forging stronrer tles between thomselves and
Latlin drioricans. .ictual steps could be taken in showing
surnort for these peoples and the hardshins many of then
nrecently endure, sueh as more assertively lobbyins for
official 'nited States nolicies which mirht benefit Latin
anerlca, encouraging Chicano and other con unity organi-
zations to dissemlinate information about liexico, soliciting

funds and provisions for inter-Aii:rican relief causcs, and
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. prov’dinc ifiproved troatrient for leral and 1llepal lUexican-

33

T

Lat’n .swerican vorkers and stulents in the United States,
clexican americans could play a najor role ir satis-
Tactorily resolvins the illieral llexican im icrration issuo,
Tor instanee, In ways which would not be detrimental to
the liexican worker, Inereasinr-ly, “he alien poses a seri-
ous xroblen to the Chleano, The usually-depresced state
e llexican laborer who crosses the border ¢ontlnues to
plarue Chilcanos beeause not only Jdoes the irmigrant dini-
rish wares and enployment benefits for this country's
workers but zlso .ic carries a destitute aprcarance which
becones ansociated with llexican Americans as well, :.orc-
over, nublic and officfal oppositiin to 1lle~al aliens 1is

crovring, ecpecially during the preseat ich unerploymont

o

conlitiore and recession. Consequently, restricticas im-

.

roscd on those persons In the United States may nlace re-

30

Very few cnramples of Chilcano concern for !‘exiecans
are evident., Assistance for legal and 1lleral woriiers
from watin Arerican countries already in the United States
is provided by mirrant counclils, legal service burecus,
welfare arencles and simllar orpanizations which advise
these persons of thelr richts in wace, justice, walfare,
and other situations, Iecent pending federal lerislation
(s2o belor) may restrict these contacts between Mexlcans
and Cliean. -, however, 1In other instanccs, Chicano students
and corzwmuni § groups ncar the frontler occasionally con-
tribute to nearby ilexican orphanares, churitable ventares,
and sinilar causes; nevertielesr, 1most Chieano resourcecs
rmust remain north of the border “ecause theilr funds are
linited and first priority is given to local projccts,
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ciprocal liritations uron lexican Americans because of
aimilaer aprearances and erploynient svecialties between
- Chicanos and llexicans, as the itodino bill oy, or.ents
charge, 39
L serious void presently exists in cojective research
and analysis about ilexican imericanc--their past in ’lexiecc
and the Tnited States, the extent and causes of accultura-
tion, metiods for avolding the erosion of cultures, and
the Inprovement and expansion of public and rrivate equal
oprortunity trograms. luch C:icano literature is reneti-
tiour ond superficial and nany valuable craduats school

theses relating to theses subjects do not circuliate widely.

> . 1

Chicanos could enmphasize -ort rent research and possibly

[

nalie extensive advances for attaining the objectives of

pluralism and oprortunity. For only when nroblems are

39
The .odino bill 1s intended to restrict the ontry

of illeral workers to the United States by imnosing penal-
tiss umon emnloyers who Imowinrly hire such aliens. The
t1i11 2lso orders employees of the Department of ilealth,
3duecation, and Yelfare and erirloyees of state officer under
the Social Security dct who assist unlawful irmigrants to
disclose aliens' names and addrerses to the lNaturalization
and Im.il;ration Service, Critles allege, however, that
beside discerininating arainst ilexicans ard Latin .imericans,
tiis measure also nay discriminate arainst (lexican .imericans
as woll due to their eimilarity in culture and aprearance
to ;iexicans and, in some cases, to Chicanos' leck of citi-
zenship documentation. I.ikewise, by boing forced to accede
to these restraints, the Chlcano is further set apart from
the peorles to the south when he 1s forced b~ law to report
n the »resonce and activities of illegal allens with whon
he ecnes into cortact,
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i1solated and thorou~shly analyzed can solutions be rads

r~oseible,

Lastly, Chicanos should discard their attitudes of

cultural inferiority toward iexico, which in part may be

a source of thelr negativism and disinterest in Latin Ameri-
cas 3Such enultural diff” " nce is not correct and it inhibits
a clcsecr rolationshis fro.. energing between the two peoples.
Jurthemiore, llexican Anericans should feel less guilty for
¢omparatively higher 1living standards than Mexicans now
nogsesns, Clicanos who are imbued with pride in their past
tiaditions and current achieverents can convinee brother

raza of Latin America that des»ite differences, all Fisvanic-

nestizo neovles of America contribute a common humanistic

arproach for resolving the plirht of disadvantagred perscons

throuchouvt the world,

In conclusion, success in Preserving cultural dig-
tinctiveness and in rroviding equal rirhts will devend part-
ly u»on the Chicano's uniqueness as a multinat‘onal person,
The presence of Mexico is of utmost inportance for this
endeavor. .iowever, the relationship the Chicano has found
with the southern republic has been conplex and ambiruous,
end he has largely icnored this cultural asset for attaining
his ob‘ectives in this country. The llexican American should

initiate a nev and :iore wositive ascociation with .iexico and

othor Latin American republics. Individually he should
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blend the best of all ethnic traditions, rerroving ohstacles
wileh Innibit the attainment of his objectives. Iressures

for etrulc confornity must be replaced by tclerant and

compassionate undsrstanding,
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